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Holiday Closing 
 
CKEC offices will close 
November 24-25 to observe 
Thanksgiving. 

Youth Tour 2023 is Underway 
Deadline is December 1 

Perhaps CKEC’s best-known 
and most anticipated youth 
program, Youth Tour is a week-

long, all-expenses-paid educational 
trip to Washington, D.C. in June of 
each year. CKEC annually sponsors 
four students—all juniors—from high 
schools within its service territory on 
Youth Tour. Students travel with the 
Oklahoma delegation (70+ students) 
to our nation’s capital where they tour 
historic sites and national landmarks, 
meet Oklahoma’s congressional 
delegation, and more. Youth Tour 
has earned a reputation as “a trip of a 
lifetime” by former participants. Youth 
Tour will be June 16 through June 22, 
2023.

Travel to Washington, D.C. to explore 
monuments and museums, meet with 

members of Congress, and make lifelong 
friends with other students from across 
the country. You’ll discover leadership 
lessons from our nation’s history and be 
immersed in the cooperative spirit that 
built our nation, with all expenses paid 
by CKenergy Electric Cooperative. 

The week-long Youth Tour is jam-
packed with sightseeing. Students 
visit many of the major monuments 
and memorials, including the Lincoln 
Memorial, Jefferson Memorial, 
Vietnam Memorial and the Washington 
Monument. 

Youth Tour is so much more than 
a sightseeing trip. Students have 
repeatedly shared that this experience 
has helped them grow into successful 
professionals. It has also benefited 

our local communities. Youth Tour 
participants return home with a deeper 
understanding and skillset of what it 
takes to be a leader.

Students also visit Capitol Hill, 
where they meet with Oklahoma’s 
congressional representatives and their 
staff. Some teens are so inspired by 
the experience that they later serve as 
interns on the hill; others have gone on 
to pursue careers in politics. Youth Tour 
inspires students to discover who they 
want to be.

Oklahoma co-ops have participated in 
Youth tour since 1963. Not only do they 
gain insight into the most important 
moments in U.S History, but they also 
meet with more than 1,500 student 
leaders from across the nation. It’s 
a great opportunity to make lasting 
connections.

The 2023 Rural Electric Youth Tour 
will take place June 16-22, 2023, in 
Washington D.C. The 2023 Oklahoma 
Youth Tour Application has three 
components:

      1. COMMUNITY PROJECT 

      2. LEGISLATIVE LETTER 

      3. COOPERATIVE DIFFERENCE      
          VIDEO

Apply online at www.CKenergy.coop. 
Deadline is December 1, 2022. The four 
winners will receive the all-expense paid 
trip to Washington D.C. and a $500 
scholarship. The runners up will receive 
a $500 scholarship. 

If you know of an exceptional student 
who would be a great candidate for this 
program, please share this article with 
them. 
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Socialize with us!
Stay up-to-date with your  
co-op and your community 
by following us on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, and 
SnapChat. Get the latest news on 
co-op events, services, energy 
saving tips, and more. During a 
power outage, stay connected 
with us for updates on the 
restoration process. 

NOVEMBER
Winning CKEC 

Members 
 

Kenneth Nance 
Kevin Oakes 

Wendell Rackler 
 

If your name is listed above, 
please call us at 405-656-2322 
to claim a $25 credit on your 

Questions or comments about your newsletter should be directed to Lisa Willard, 
Director of Communications, CKenergy Electric Cooperative, PO Box 100, Cordell, OK 
73632, email: editor@ckenergy.coop.
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CKenergy
        Electric Cooperative, Inc.

PO Box 70 • Binger, Okla. 73009
PO Box 100 • Cordell, Okla. 73632

tele: (405) 656-2322 
         

www.ckenergy.coop

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday, 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm.

POWER OUTAGE 
HOT LINES

800-868-8243
888-832-3362

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Jack Sawatzky, President

Greg Little, Vice President

Dr. Fred Reuter, Secretary

John Schaufele

Mark Slemp

Robert Travis

Tony Setzer

Steve Sweeney

Walter Hrbacek

Gary Brewster

 Scott Klingman

Don Payne

John Garland, Attorney

Clint Pack, CEO

PAYMENT OPTIONS

• Pay online at www.ckenergy.coop

• Pay by phone by calling 
405-656-2322, available 24 hours a 
day. Visa, Mastercard, Discover, or 
American Express. 

• Pay in person at any of our offices: 
Binger, Cordell, Mustang, and 
Anadarko.

• Pay via automatic draft of your 
checking or savings account. To sign 
up, please visit www.ckenergy.coop 
or call 405-656-2322. 

• Pay through our CKenergy App 
available for iPhones or Androids.
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Lighting a New Path 
CKEC Lineman Brings First-time Electricity to Guatemalan Village

                                                                Oklahoma and Colorado Electric Cooperative Lineman

For the first time, the lights are 
on in La Montanita de la Virgen, 
Guatemala. Oklahoma’s electric 

cooperatives – in partnership with 
Colorado’s electric cooperatives and 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association’s philanthropic arm, 
NRECA International – brought first- 
time electricity to the isolated village in 
the region of Jalapa, east of Guatemala 
City. 

Sixteen volunteer linemen, including 
Billy Patterson with CKenergy Electric 
Cooperative, spent three weeks at the 
project site building powerlines and 
wiring 84 structures, including one 
elementary school and two churches. 
The project consisted of 77 poles in 
approximately 5.5 miles of line and six 
transformers installed by the linemen. 
Each home received four lightbulbs, two 
light switches and two electrical outlets. 

The local partner for this project is 
the Empresa Eléctrica Municipal de 

San Pedro Pinula, a municipal utility, 
now responsible for the maintance 
of the newly built infrastructure. The 
predominant fuel source in Guatemala 
is hydro generation. 

The locals live in extreme poverty 
conditions without running water, 

plumbing and food refrigeration. The 
villagers depend on farming operations 
for economic sustainment; they produce 
corn, beans, rice, coffee, potatoes, 
pepper, tomatoes and onions.

Billy Patterson says he was positively 
impacted by this mission and came 
home with a changed outlook on life. 

“This was a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity and it truly humbled me,” 
says Patterson. “It was a privilege to use 
the linework trade to make a positive 
difference in the lives of the people of 
La Montanita. Their simplicity, joy, and 
friendship were truly a gift.”

“We are proud of Billy for selflessly 
giving of his time for an extended 
period of time to help our neighbors 
in Central America,” says Clint Pack, 
CKEC CEO. “This is a powerful way 
to display one of the cooperatives’ core 
principles, ‘Concern for Community,’ at 
home and across the borders.”

Electric cooperatives have a long-
standing tradition of bringing lights 
where there are none. More than eighty 
years ago, cooperatives brought power 
to rural America and its countryside; 
given its origins, electric co-ops are 
willing and well positioned to help other 
areas that do not have access to electric 
power. (cont'd. on page 6)

        Patterson helps bring electricity to Guatelmala
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Even though her life began before 
electricity was an expectation, 
Bernice Carter remembers the 

day electricity filled the rooms of their 
family farm home. Bernice was 29 
years old when the lights came on in 
November of 1949. Nestled in western 
Oklahoma, The Carter farm sits just 
southeast of Leedey surrounded by 
grassland and grazing cattle.

Family 
roots run 
deep in the 
southwestern 
corner of 
Dewey 
County. 
Bernice’s 
father, Chris 
Kauk traveled 
from Ukraine, 
Russia when 
he was just 
nine years 
old. Bernice 
and her eleven 
siblings grew up on the farm with no 
electric lights, radios, air conditioners, 

or washers and dryers. All their 
work was by hand, homework done 
by kerosene lamps, and radios were 
powered by batteries. 

Bernice married her husband of 46 
years, Howard Carter on September 20, 
1941. Two months later Japan bombed 
Pearl Harbor and the United States 
entered the war. Howard served as a 
corporal in the US Army and spent 

years 
overseas 
at Guam 
and 
Okinawa 
during 
World 
War II. In 
attacking 
Guam, 
U.S. forces 
were 
not only 
acquiring 
a fine 
harbor 

and a number of airfields to use 
in future operations, but were also 

liberating U.S. territory—Guam had 
been captured by the Japanese in 1941. 
Most of the labor and supplies required 
for electrification were now fueling the 
war endeavor.  
 
Howard and Bernice lived in Wichita, 
KS where she was employed at Boeing 
and after Howard enlisted they moved 
to Oklahoma City. With Howard 
overseas, Bernice worked at Tinker Air 
Force Base building instrument panels 
for C-47’s. The C-47 was vital to the 
success of Allied campaigns, those at 
Guadalcanal and in the jungles of New 
Guinea and Burma, where the C-47 
and its naval version, the R4D, made it 
possible for Allied troops to counter the 
mobility of the light-travelling Japanese 
Army. 

After World War II, the Carters moved 
to the Dewey Country farm in 1946 and 
waited with excitement for electricity. 
If you did not have electricity by 1940, 
then you did not get it until after the 
war. Howard wired their house and 
barn in anticipation of electrification. 
Daughter Melba asked Bernice, 
“Were permits or licenses required?” 

The Day the Lights Came On 
 
by Lisa Willard

                   Bernice Carter pictured on her farm  
                                                in Dewey County

Sandra Carter, Christa Arney, Bernice Carter, and Melba Thomas
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Bernice just laughed and said  "No, 
your dad bought a book to learn how 
to do that.” The only requirement to 
be an electrician back then was the 
knowledge. No license, no exam, just 
a book with directions was the single 
requirement. 

The house and barn were wired, and the 
Carters waited patiently. The poles were 
hung, and the wires strung by Kiwash 
(now CKenergy after it consolidated 
with Caddo electric). In November of 
1949, just three days later, the lights 
came on at the Carter family farm. 
When Bernice was asked what changed 
the most with electricity, “Everything,” 
she says with a smile. She said goodbye 
to her gasoline iron and kerosene lamp. 
Rural life was running on electricity 
with an increasing number of electric 
tools that made farm work faster and 
safer. It altered how the family stored 
their food, washed their clothes, and 
illumined their homes. A toaster, coffee 
pot, a wringer washer, and lamp were 
a few of the first appliances Bernice 
recalled buying. She recalls buying 
their first electric iron with green 
stamps. She also remembers having the 
family battery power radio converted 
to electric. “There was a gentleman 

in Butler that did that,” Bernice says. 
With a grin on her face, she remembers 
listening to the Grand Ole Opry, Amos 
and Andy and of course Hopalong 
Cassidy. “Larger appliances such as 
refrigerators, stoves, and ovens were not 
made during the war, so you had to sign 
up and wait for those,” recalls Bernice.

Bernice also reminisces about buying 
her first electric sewing machine. “She 
was quite the seamstress and made all 
our clothes. I was voted best dressed 
in high school. That award was for my 
mom and all the clothes she made all 
those years for us girls,” says daughter 
Christa. 

        REA Executive Order replica | Records of the Rural Electrification

Bernice, now 102, recalls her husband 
being a perfectionist. “He welded for 
everyone in the area,” Bernice says. 
“Sometimes a neighbor would plow one 
of the farms in return for welding work,” 
adds daughter Christa Arney. It was part 
of their livelihood.”  

Daughters Melba Thomas, Christa 
Arney, and Sandra Carter still enjoy 
spending time at their family farm. 
Their dad, Howard has been gone for 35 
years, but Bernice keeps the homestead 
running. “When mom has us all over for 
dinner, it is the works," says Melba. "It 
is meats, mashed potatoes, vegetables, 
and desserts.” “Lots of desserts adds,” 
Christa. Bernice is blessed with six 
grandchildren and twenty great grands.  
“The house can get crowded when we 
are all here,” Sandra mentions. 

Bernice is thankful for CKenergy. She 
brags on the linemen and remembers 
even all those years ago, it did not take 
long for power to be restored during a 
storm. There have been many changes 
since power came to the Carter farm in 
1949. “As the undisputed historian of 
Dewey County, no one will argue with 
her either,” laughs daughter Christa. 
Bernice is visibly entranced with this 
community and its history. She knows 
firsthand how electricity makes life 
easier and will never forget the day the 
lights came on. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt (center) signs the Rural 
Electrification Act with Rep. John Rankin and                     

                               Sen. Geroge William Norris
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“Bringing electricity to remote areas 
in developing countries takes electric 
cooperatives back to their roots,” says 
Chris Meyers, general manager of 
the Oklahoma Association of Electric 
Cooperatives. “It reinforces our 
commitment to improve the quality 
of life for local communities at home 
and abroad. Access to electricity will 
bring economic empowerment, better 
access to health care and education and 
enhanced safety for these villagers. It’s a 
life-changing gift.”

Collectively, Oklahoma’s electric 
cooperatives have made possible nearly 
700 first-time electric connections in 
seven villages in Central America and 
South America. 

Oklahoma’s electric cooperatives have 
established a 501(c)3 not-for-profit, The 
Oklahoma Energy Trails Foundation, 
to support this cause; five projects have 
been sponsored since 2016. 

All contributions to the Foundation are 
tax-deductible. Learn more at: https://
oaec.coop/co-op-difference/energy-
trails/

   CKEC CEO Clint Pack and CKEC Lineman Billy Patterson

▪Above: Patterson and another OK lineman 
 
▪Upper far left: Local child does        
    homework by candlelight 
 
▪Far left: Patterson exchanges fist bumps  
    with a local child 
    
▪Left: Locals help Patterson string wire
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Swap ‘N Shop Ads are continued on page 8

Note: CKEC does not endorse or guarantee any of the 
products or services in these ads.

Automotive 
 
1946 Ford Coupe. Been in covered 
storage on blocks since 19985. V8 
engine flat head. 405-779-1091. 
 
302 Ford engine and C4 auto trans. 
Complete from oil pan to air cleaner. 
All new parts. $1700. 405-256-0270 
 
1952 Ford Pickup. Restore or parts. 
$850. 580-331-7304. 
            
                   Farm/ Equipment  
 
820 John Deere, will run. 80 JD - needs 
work. $2500 for both. 580-331-7304 
 
16' trailer - 6 ton limit. Heavy duty. 
Can haul heavy equipment or vehicle. 
Pedulum type hitch. $4500. 405-570-
8288. 
 
14 x 6 Gooseneck cattle/horse trailer. 
$1800. Big Tex 22'GN Tandem Dual 
trailer. $3900. 580-916-2002. 
 
                        Livestock/Pets                           
 
Better bulls. Add more profit with big, 

stout bulls with low birth weights that 
will sire calves with faster growth and 
more muscle. Kusel Limousin and  
Lim-flex. Call John. 580-759-6038. 
Red angus bulls, service age, gentle, 
several A.I. sired. Call or text  
580-450-1735. 
 
German wirehaired Pointer. 1 1/2 yr. old 
female, four yr. old male. Some yard exp. 
405-687-0125.                      
                         Business                                  
 
Paving Maintenance, 405-245-6759. 
Cooks Septic Service. Septic tank 
pumping and insecptions. 580-550-0545. 
 
C and K Trucking. 20 years exp. Hauling 
heavy equipment, dozers, escavators, 
loaders and tractors. 405-395-7758. 
 
Liner replacement for semi end dump 
trailers. 405-638-1158. 

Award winning decks, pergolas, outdoor 
kitchens, firepits, outdoor fireplaces, 
cedar fence. 405-834-3411. 
 
Shook's Triple S Construction. Metal 
carports, awnings, and more. Built  
on site to meet your needs. Free 
estimates. 405-413-7590. 
 
Custom apparel printing and 
embroidery for your personal or 
business needs. No orders too small. 
We can print one or more. Special 
rates for fundraisers and not for profit 
groups.  
www.countrychickdesign.com 
 
Mobile welding. Welding and 
fabrication. Call Tony at 405-834-1128. 
 
Loud Mountain Trading Co. Cement, OK. 
Over 90 local artisans and craftsmen. 
Premium ice cream. Monday-Saturday  
10-6 p.m. LoudMountainTradingCo.com 
 
www.CowgirlBeef.com. Quality beef you 
can afford. Ranch-raised calves finished 
for 120+ days and processed in OK. Buy 
1 cut or the whole beef. 619-884-0970.  
cf2cattle@gmail.com 
 

Circle category: 

Autos      Farm/Equip      Furn/Appl    Hay/Wood     Livestock/Pets     Misc   
Real Estate    Wanted-Notices     Business

Name: ______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

Phone #_____________________________________________

CKEC Acct #__________________________________________

You may submit classified ads, businesses, or services to Swap ‘N Shop, 
P.O. Box 100, Cordell, OK 73632, ads@ckenergy.coop, or fax to 580-832-
5174. One ad per member unless there is additional space available.

For Sale or Trade

Swap ‘N Shop is a classified 
advertisement service that we 
provide to our members at no cost. 

• Members are able to submit 
written ads through the  mail, 
fax, drop off, or by email. 

• Ads are NOT taken over the 
phone. 

• Ads need to be received by the 
5th of each month to appear in 
the next month’s issue. 

• Ad space is limited to a 25 
word maximum. ONE ad per 
member.

• Contact the editor at 
580-832-3361 for information 
about availability of ad space. 

• CKEC reserves the right 
to reject any ad deemed 
inappropriate. 

• Ads will automatically run for 
2 months, additional run time 
must be requested before the 
5th of the month.
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Door and window installation and 
repair. Free estimates. JD DE Shazo 
Construction 405-245-4042. 
                                         
                    Miscellaneous      
                      
C and K trucking heavy haul tractors,  
dozers, backhoes, trackhoes, loaders. 20 
yrs. experience. 405-395-7758. 
 
Jeans and pants hemming and minor 
alterations. Tuxes, accessory sales and 
rentals. Settle Studio. 405-247-5142. 
 
Free street rod magazines and hot 
rodders digest. 2003, 2016, 2018, and 
2019. Old top value stamps and western 
auto catalog. 405-256-0270. 
 
Knitting machines and all accessories. 
Approximately 10 of them. $1500 for all 
or best offer. 405-659-1171. 
 
49 JFK Jr. "Geroge magazines" plus 
"Last will and testament of Jacquline 
Kennedy. 405-797-2915. 
 
Heavy built fire pits. Can be built with 
or without removable grill. Made out of 
propane tank ends. Prices range from 
$200 to $450. 580-819-0695. 
 
6' BushHog, like new. Lumber: 
3x12x16xLVls. Kenmmore sewing 
mahcine. 1993 Lincoln Cont. Mark VII. 
580-695-4589 
 
T-shirt quilts and memory bears. 
Alterations. 405-933-0224.     
                         
$100 Agreed Divorces. JNK Paralegal 
Service. www.jnkparalegal.com  
JNKparalegal@aol.com 405-376-2206. 
 
Goober House. Fresh peanuts of many 
varieties, pecans, and peanut brittle.  
580-515-5821. www.Gooberhouse.com 
 
4-Mag wheels and tires off 2019 camaro. 
Like new. 18 in. $475. 405-439-7571. 
 
The coaxman quality coaxial cables/
wire for amateur and C.B radio. Cable 
assemblies any length. 405-376-9473 
www.coaxman.com 
                             
Four 18 in. mag wheel and tires off 2019 

Camaro. Like new. $300 405-439-7571. 
 
Health smart two person sauna.  
580-347-2645 
 
Offering a new service. When you can 
not, I can assist by checking on your 
loved one in the hospital, nursing home 
or their home. Janice Smith, Companion 
Care. 405-542-7498.  
                            
Campbell Hausfeld portable air 
compressor. 5 hp/1.7 hp/15 gallong 120 
volt.  135 max PSI and 7 gallon air tank. 
$250 405-687-0160. 
 
2021 Bobcat ZTR2000 riding mower. 42 
inch deck. Mulching kit and standard 
mowing blades. Kawasaki FR691V engine 
405-368-9613. 

                         Real Estate 
                               
Hunting, fishing and vacation cabin 
rental  at Ft. Cobb lake. 580-243-8697. 
 
                        Wanted-Notices 
                 
Wanted AFX, Aurora, slot cars, redline 
hotwheels, comic books, model car kits. 
405-361-2227. 
 
Gas portable stick welder/generator 
unit around 185 to 225ac. 405-247-8843. 
 
Two used tires for old scrap metal 
trailer. 15 inch 95L 405-638-0466. 
 
                        
 
 

 

Ingredients: 
 
2 tbsp. extra virgin oil 
1/2 onion, chopped 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
2 bell peppers, chopped 
2/3 c. corn 
1 1/2 lb. shrimp, peeled and 
deveined 
2 tsp. Canjun seasoning 
Kosher salt 
Freshly ground black pepper 
1 tbsp. lemon juice 
1 tbsp. freshly chopped parsley

Directions: 
 
In a large skillet, heat 1 Tbsp. olive oil over medium heat. Add onion and bell 
peppers and saute until tender, about 5 minutes. Stir in garlic and corn and cook for 
1 minute more. Transfer vegetables to a bowl. 
 
Add remaining 1 Tbsp. oil to pan. Add shrimp in a single layer and season with salt, 
pepper and Cajun seasoning. Cook until pink, about 1 to 2 minutes per side. 
 
Add vegetables and lemon juice and toss until combined. Garnish with parsley 
before serving.  

Cajun Shrimp


